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taken fi nal actions on permits, licenses, or approvals for a transportation 
project.  If such notice is published, claims seeking judicial review of 
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governing such claims will apply.
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GLOSSARY

Access – entry to or exit from a roadway.

Accident rates – measure of the number and 
frequency of accidents for the volume of 
traffi c on a roadway section.

Auxiliary lane – additional lane, usually between 
interchanges, to improve traffi c fl ow of on- 
and off-ramp vehicular traffi c.

Braided ramps – a method of providing direct 
access to a roadway which separates on- and 
off-ramp traffi c to produce more effi cient 
ingress and egress. The term “braided” refers 
to the visual appearance of the ramps from an 
aerial view.

CDOT noise abatement criteria – absolute 
noise levels specifi ed in CDOT’s formal 
adopted policy that determine when abatement 
measures will be considered.

Collector-distributor – a one-way road parallel 
to the main traffi c lanes providing access to or 
from more than one ramp; collects traffi c from 
on-ramps or the main lanes, and distributes 
traffi c to off-ramps or back to the main lanes; 
minimizes the number of interactions with 
thru traffi c, which can increase capacity and 
safety.

Colorado Tolling Enterprise – the non-
profi t, business enterprise established by 
the Colorado State Legislature for the 
purpose of tolling roadways to provide an 
alternative mechanism for funding roadway 
improvements in the state.

Congestion – state of overcrowding on a 
roadway, making movement slow or diffi cult. 
Defi ned by the C-470 EA as level of service E 
or worse.

Delay – the difference in travel times between 
congested and non-congested traffi c 
conditions.

Environmental justice – a 1994 Presidential 
Executive Order directed every Federal 
agency to make environmental justice part of 
its mission by identifying and addressing the 
effects of all programs, policies, and activities 
on “minority populations and low-income 
populations.”

General purpose lanes – open to all vehicles.

High-occupancy vehicle – vehicles with more 
than some minimum number of occupants. 
Usually used in terms of having access to a 
designated lane for such vehicles, promoting 
the use of carpools and reducing the number 
of vehicles on a roadway.

Hot-spot analysis – air quality analysis at an 
individual intersection.

Impact footprint – the limit of disturbance of a 
particular alternative.

ITS – a broad range of wireless and wire 
line communications-based information 
and electronics technologies, which when 
integrated into the transportation system’s 
infrastructure, and in vehicles themselves, 
relieve congestion, improve safety and 
enhance productivity.

Level of service – the standard used to 
evaluate traffi c operating conditions of the 
transportation system. The scale varies from A 
(best) to F (worst).

Managed lanes – a congestion management 
strategy that seeks to manage congestion 
rather than solve it by adding capacity alone. 
Managed lanes are tolled lanes in which the 
cost of tolls is adjusted to refl ect the level 
of congestion on the highway. During peak 
periods of heavy congestion, toll prices would 
be the highest in response to facility demand. 
During off-peak periods of lighter congestion, 
the toll would be lowered to refl ect less 
demand.
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Mobility enhancements – consisting of 
strategies to either reduce demand placed 
on, or maximize the capacity of, the existing 
facility.

Mode choice – range of transportation options 
available to the traveler, including private 
auto, bus, rail transit, and others.

No-Action Alternative – a future scenario in 
which the subject facility is left in its existing 
condition. The No-Action Alternative may 
include safety and maintenance improvements 
that are required to maintain roadway 
operation.

Noise attenuation – reduction of noise levels by 
use of a noise barrier.

Peak hour – a continuous 60 minute period that 
experiences the highest volume of the day. 
Urban roadways typically experience these 
peaks in volumes once during the morning and 
evening commute hours.

Reversible lanes concept – reversing the 
direction of fl ow in a dedicated roadway to 
accommodate the reversal of peak-hour traffi c 
volumes in the AM and PM periods.

Right-of-way –  real property and rights therein 
used for the construction, operation, or 
maintenance of a transportation or related 
facility funded under title 23 of the United 
States Code.

Riparian habitat – habitats located along or near 
a waterway.

Slip ramps – a method of ingress and egress 
between two parallel roadways in which a 
travel lane transitions horizontally from one 
roadway to the other, seemingly allowing 
vehicles to “slip” from one to the other.

T-Ramps – a method of providing direct access 
from the express lane to a cross street so that 
the express lane traffi c is separated from the 
general purpose lane traffi c. The “T” ramps 
will be developed on the inside portion of 
the express lanes, allowing for the use of a 
common retaining wall in developing the 
ramp. This will reduce the structure cost and 
minimize roadway width in the ramp area. The 
term “T-ramp” refers to the visual appearance 
of the ramps from an aerial view.

Travel demand management – a general 
term for strategies that reduce the peak hour 
demand for a facility by either shifting modes, 
shifting travel times, or increasing the number 
of occupants per vehicle.

Travel demand modeling – forecasting the 
future traffi c demand on a roadway using 
future land use and demographics to generate 
the number of trips to be handled by a 
particular roadway network.

Value Express Lanes – see managed lanes


